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Epilogue - Gleaning

“When you reap the harvest of your land, do not reap to the very edges of your
field or gather the gleanings of your harvest. Leave them for the poor and for the
foreigner residing among you. I am the LORD your God.” - Leviticus 23:22 (NIV)

Mission Karashidane is a social welfare cooperation that has been providing various kinds
of support for people with disabilities in our community. Our mission is mainly aimed at
helping people with mental disabilities.

In the world today, our lives are not simple but complicated. Life’ s problems include a
range of issues, such as family relationships, child-rearing, economic situations, education
and living environments. When we try to solve all these problems, we can often get lost
and ask ourselves, “We are supposed to be helping them, but what are we actually doing?
Why are we doing it? Where are we going?” Then, we can become so exhausted that we’
re not able to see the light to solve them. We’ re not able to find a way to resolve the
situation. The daily grind can be difficult in our work with them but from time to time we
experience a heartwarming interaction which brings light into our hearts.

I really feel that our world has been getting more and more difficult to live in. Every
year we have had serious disasters which used to only occur every few decades. Climate
change has brought about droughts and abnormal weather. If global warming has been
caused by environmental destruction, then we are responsible for our part in it. Powerful
countries are gaining more power and developing countries and minority groups are
fighting for independence and freedom. When some people gain power, they try to strictly
control the access to information to keep their power. On the other hand, poor people are
becoming poorer and oppressed peoples’ situations are becoming more perilous. We are
living in such a difficult time.

Conflict and division, disparity and discrimination, poverty and illness, and isolation...the
broken pieces of society continue to shatter. The corona virus crisis has expounded the
brokenness. I feel like there is a severe, complicated, and strange darkness at work in the
very foundation of our world.

Social welfare is the work that stands right in the brokenness and restores it little by little.
This work is like an endless journey where there is no clear destination.

Who lives in the brokenness? It is us, humans. But I also believe that each person is a
highly valuable creation of God. When I think about it, I really feel that the Good News
and social welfare are interconnected. As I was contemplating this idea, I started writing
a column for a Christian magazine called “The Good News for a Million People” which
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ponders this connection. These articles have been compiled to create this new book.
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% 1) N % A{’ M A We at Karashidane have been trying to work on various social issues the last two years.
(']9) L % f g ?'CE g Sometimes we have to work outside of the typical social welfare framework. One such
Ny — [=]
% [r = B m < % program is called the Citizen’ s Social Worker’ s Training Project that two disaster relief NGOs
i % £ ¥ T h R
A ? - % F %5 O and Karashidane started together. The relationship between our three groups was formed
I
% 3 I’g: 72 % ,2 é after working alongside each other in disaster relief. After working in disaster relief, it seemed
g Hg f‘i U )%_’ tﬁ 7/ to me that Japanese society does not place a priority on protecting the human dignity of
%‘fl. = 1z 50 7% (lb\ ’E % those affected by disasters. This new trial project is an attempt to help provide continuous
é 'E g i LI T T - living support from volunteer citizens based on the foundation of protecting human dignity.
E 'ﬁ% % g Z: ;i:\ 3] Another project that we have been working on that I talked about in my book is to provide
E Z E f % 5t E;'rf) N job opportunities for foreigners who are applying for refugee status. These foreigners are not
E; E: ¥ % J{—: %.': % — yet been granted residential rights because they are in the application process.
C 2 2 5 % 5 T
vz : U
f‘cﬁ .i % E:_ li}l % g; As a small organization, the scope of our ability to help is limited, but one thing we can do
lg é H 35:3 73 Eif % /)\. is stand in the brokenness. The Old Testament says that we are to leave the gleaning of
L o> -
g)‘ 2 % z Y % 2 (j’\ the harvest for the poor and for the foreigners. This is the message that we need to listen
& ET L % v & L_= to even today. In the world today, technology is steadily advancing, globalization is quickly
0) progressing, and market principles are becoming the norm.
% The diversity in values and various ways of living appear to be disappearing. People are living

S
¢

in communities that only share their own values and they are losing the unique character that
/{, comes with sharing life with people different from themselves. The effects of digitalization

symbolizes the loss of this character. Our society has been getting flatter as the digitalization
increases. In this digital age, things like outcome, performance, efficiency, speed,
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iR B 9 convenience, and benefits are emphasized. These values do not always factor in protecting
E_] f?; human dignity.
1L\
Eo@mrREAT
TomME g2o 1 X _ o .
%1 cBE TES 7( /(' In the process of gleaning, we see God’ s design to bless not only the person picking up the
E9gEE ° # 8 Eg 'S crops but also the person leaving the remains. In this concept of gleaning, we see both social
DS iR s F
% 2 ?%o ‘Zi' :J( ;g E w ;;: welfare and the Good News intertwined. The areas where they overlap is what I am trying to
A g Eufu ﬁ | B % * explore in this book.
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&Y r:r bic:) , AN [y % 7 Madoka Yonemote from “Inochi no kotoba” has provided invaluable support not only in this
ﬁziﬂﬁ&zﬁ B book b | i book “One Single Tiny Seed.” Id liki i
g " " ) = 7“,; p) ook but also my previous boo ne Single Tiny Seed.” I would like to express my sincere
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